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WORKS COMMITTEE MEET ING  

 

Notice is hereby given that a Works Committee Meeting  of the Council of the City of 

Randwick will be held in the Council Chamber, First Floor, 90 Avoca Street Randwick  

on Tuesday, 14 November 2017  at 6:00 p.m.  

 

 

Committee Members:  The Mayor L Shurey, Andrews, Bowen, Da Rocha, 

DôSouza, Hamilton, Luxford, Matson, Neilson, Parker 

(Chairperson), Roberts (Deputy Chairperson), Said, 

Seng, Stavrinos & Veitch  

 

Quorum:  Eight (8) members  

 

NOTE:  At the Extraordinary Meeting held on 28 September 2004, the Council 

resolved that the Works Committee be constituted as a committee with full 

delegation to determine matters on the agenda.  

Apologies/ Granting of Leave o f Absences    

Confirmation of the Minutes   

Works Committee Meeting -  8 August 2017  

Declarations o f Pecuniary and Non - Pecuniary Interests  

Add ress of Committee b y Members of the Public   

Privacy warning;  

In respect to Privacy & Personal Information Protection Act, members of the public 

are advised that the proceedings of this meeting will be recorded for the purposes of 

clause 69 of Councilôs Code of Meeting Practice.  

Urgent Business  

Works Reports  

W20/17  Suppporting "Sense of Community" Street Parties  ................................ ......  1 

W21/17  Challis Street, Randwick -  Tree Removal -  Adjacent 21 

Wentworth Street  ................................ ................................ ...................  3 

W22/17  Beach Accessibility for Malabar Beach  ................................ .....................  15      

Notice of Rescission Motions  

Nil   

 

 

 

éééééééééééééééééééé. 

Ray Brownlee  

GENERAL MANAGE R 
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Works Report  No. W20/17  
 

Subject:  Suppporting "Sense of 

Community" Street Parties  

Folder No:  F2009/00454  

Author:  Tony Lehmann, Manager Integrated Transport        
 

Introduction  

 

Council receive s a number of requests for  approval to temporarily close roads for 

street parties. Street p arties can be a positive way of allowing residents and 

neighbours to interact, reinforcing community values and creating a true ñSense of 

Communityò.  

 

Under the Roads and Maritime Services  guidelines , temporary road closures for such 

street parties are able to be approved by Council directly, provided that the 

applicants adhere to the guidelines . The standard conditions that Council imposes on 

event organisers are to keep the general public and the par ticipants of the event 

safe, to direct traffic safely around the event, to inform the emergency services of the 

event and to reduce the impacts of the event on non -event users.  

 

Issues  

 

We have currently received one request, for an event in August; howeve r, usually 

most of the requests are for Christmas parties in December.  

 

The way to manage traffic for temporary road closures, in order to comply with the 

relevant WHS act, is to create a Traffic Control Plan (TCP). A TCP describes the layout 

of traffic co ntrol devices such as barriers and signs. The layout should be designed by 

suitably qualified traffic control designers.  

 

To furth er assist residents of Randwick in planning street parties,  it is proposed that 

traffic control measures required for neighbo urhood street parties be arranged by 

Council, on behalf of the event organiser.  

 

Councilôs insurers confirm that approved street party events would be provided cover 

under Councilôs Casual Hirers protection through Statewide Mutual.  This cover is  for 

a pu blic liability claim arising from an incident which occurs upon the street.  Event 

organisers will need to satisfy the requirements of Councilôs insurer prior to the 

approval of the street party being granted.  

 

Relationship to City Plan  

 

The relationship w ith the City Plan is as follows:  

 

Outcome 2 :  A Vibrant and Diverse Community . 

Direction 2c:  Strong partnerships between the Council, community groups and 

government agencies . 

Outcome 6:  A Liveable City . 

Direction 6c:  the safety of our community is paramount and is acknowledged and 

supported through proactive policies, programs and strategies . 
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Financial impact statement  

 

Depending on the dates and times of the proposed street party , the traffic control 

would be undertaken by Council staff or by external contractors .  In 2016, Council 

received seven (7) applications for street parties to be held during the months of 

November and December.  

 

The cost to resource and support these event s was approximately $12,000 for the 

2016 calendar year.  It is proposed to use the funds from the Community Donations 

budget.  

 

Conclusion  

 

As part of Councilôs commitment to building ña sense of communityò, support should 

be given towards neighbourhood street parties. To safely close the road to facilitate 

street parties, appropriate traffic control needs to  be implemented. To assist 

resident s and encourage them to hold neighbourhood street parties, it is proposed 

that Council arrange  and fund , on behalf of the residents, all traffic control measures  

associated with street parties  
 

Recommendation 
 
That Council:  

 

a)  support ñSense of Communityò street parties in the 2017 -2018 financial year 

by arranging, on behalf of residents:  

 

i)  traffic control plans  

ii )  the preparation of traffic management plans and road occupancy licences 

for submission to the RMS (if necessary), and  

iii )  all  traffic control measures associated with street parties including all 

signage and equipment  as well as labour on the day of the event.  

 

b)  vote $20,000 to cover the costs associated with the 2017 -18 street party 

applications with funds being allocated fro m the Community Donations 

budget.  
 

Attachment/s:  

 

Nil  
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Works Report  No. W21/17  
 

Subject:  Challis Street, Randwick -  Tree 

Removal -  Adjacent 21 
Wentworth Street  

Folder No:  F2017/07359  

Author:  Bryan Bourke, Tree Management Officer        
 

Introduction  

 

In September 2016, the owner of 21 Wentworth Street, Randwick requested Council 

to investigate the damage to his property being caused by intruding roots from a 

large Council owned Ficus macrocarpa var. óHilliiô (Hillôs Weeping fig) growing in 

Challis Stre et, Randwick adjacent to the property. The property owner detailed 

various damage to his property that he attributed to this tree and requested the tree 

be removed before it destroyed his home.  

 

Issues  

 

The subject fig tree has caused ongoing and increasin g amount of damage to Council 

infrastructure for well over a decade.  The damage has resulted in the removal of the 

footpath adjacent to the tree on several occasions and large fig tree roots being 

severed wherever possible.  

 

In February 2014, footpath sla bs adjacent to the tree were removed to allow an 

inspection to assess root damage that might have been occurring to the residence as 

a result of intrusion underneath the foundations.  There was visual evidence that the 

footpath slabs at the front of the property were being raised by tree roots and the 

roots were causing damage to the adjacent roadway in Challis Street.  Council officers 

exposed a number of huge fig tree roots running along the side of the property 

underneath the footpath.  At the time, none  of these roots had traversed underneath 

the foundations of the building and they were able to be severed and the footway 

area reinstated. Service requests for the repair of damaged footpath sections and the 

adjacent roadway, including kerb and gutter, go back to January 2007. Requests to 

prune overhanging fig tree branches clear of the property and its roof go back to the 

same period.   

 

There have been ongoing issues with copious amounts of fig tree fruit and flying fox 

excreta dropping onto the footpath, roadway and parked vehicles.  This has posed a 

safety risk to the residents at 21 Wentworth Street.  

 

A site inspection between Council officers and the owner in October 2016 was held to 

discuss the range of issues in relation to this street tree.  The owner ôs main concern 

was that tree roots from the adjacent Council owned Ficus óHilliiô were entering the 

front of his property and were damaging the tessellated tiles, walkway and veranda, 

as well as causing cracking to the internal walls of the residential bu ilding.  The owner 

also pointed out that there were drainage and public infrastructure issues being 

caused by the roots of the fig.  A large amount of foliage was overhanging the 

residence and dropping copious amounts of leaf litter into the gutters.  

 

In re sponse to the meeting:  
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¶ Council officers arranged for all overhanging fig tree branches to be pruned 

back beyond the roof guttering. These tree pruning works were completed in 

November 2016;  

¶ An investigation of the drainage issues at the rear of his p roperty was 

undertaken.  

¶ Further investigation of root intrusion by removing the footpath adjacent to 

the property in Challis St was undertaken.  

 

In March 2017, the property owner submitted a series of photographs highlighting 

damage to private and public  property that is claimed to be caused by the roots of 

the Council fig tree.  Our investigation revealed a number of large fig tree roots 

damaging public infrastructure as well as entering the front of the adjacent property 

and undermining the foundations a nd front veranda area.  

 

Relationship to City Plan  

 

The relationship with the City Plan is as follows:  

 

Outcome 10:  A Healthy Environment.  

Direction 10b:  Environmental risks and impacts are strategically managed . 

 

Financial impact statement  

 

It is estimated that the removal of the Hillôs Weeping fig adjacent to 21 Wentworth 

Street, Randwick, and its replacement with two super -advanced alternative species 

would cost in the vicinity of $6,000. The required funds would come from Councilôs 

annual tree m anagement budget.  

 

Conclusion  

 

The Council owned Ficus óHilliiô street tree growing in Challis Street adjacent to 21 

Wentworth Street, has significant aesthetic and historic importance. It is one of 

several mature Council owned fig trees growing along the length of the street.  

 

The subject tree is estimated to be more than sixty years old. Up to now, every effort 

has been made to retain it. However, the associated tree root damage has 

progressively increased in both frequency and severity.  The tree has bee n assessed 

as having important scenic and amenity value. It provides habitat and food source for 

a variety of fauna. Due to the ongoing and increasing damage being caused by its 

roots, the impact of removal on land degradation would be negligible.  Using 

Australian Standard ASDR99307,  it has been calculated that the tree has an amenity 

value of $19,200.  

 

Council has removed a significant amount of tree root material to effectively deal with 

the damage being caused. Unfortunately, root pruning is no longer a  viable option.  A 

number of roots that were severed in 2014 have regenerated and are once again 

growing into the adjacent property.   

 

The property owner has provided Council with a structural engineerôs report detailing 

alleged damage to his property that amounts to tens of thousands of dollars.  

 

For the reasons outlined above, it would be difficult to retain this Hillôs Weeping fig 

because of the ongoing structural damage that is being caused to both public 

infrastructure and private property.  Removal of t he tree would allow the planting of 

super -advanced replacement Lilly Pillys. This would ensure compliance with Councilôs 

resolution that in streets where Hillôs Weeping figs are the predominant species, that 

no more than five percent canopy cover is remove d within any one calendar year.  
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Recommendation  

 

That the Council owned Ficus óHilliiô (Hillôs Weeping fig) growing in Challis Street, 

Randwick, adjacent to 21 Wentworth Street, be removed and replaced with two 

advanced Waterhousia floribunda  (Weeping Lilly Pillys) as nominated in Councilôs 

Street Tree Masterplan.  

 
 

Attachment/s:  

 

1.ᶓ  Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure 

and private property.  

 

  

 

 



Attachment 1  
 

Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  

 

 

Attachment 1 -  Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  
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Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  

Attachment 1  
 

 

 

Attachment 1 -  Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  
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Attachment 1  
 

Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  

 

 

Attachment 1 -  Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  
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Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  
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Attachment 1 -  Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  
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Attachment 1  
 

Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  

 

 

Attachment 1 -  Photographs of the subject tree and the damage to both public infrastructure and 
private property.  
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